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CALM ADDRESS 


— 


TO THE 
\% | 


INHABITANTS or ENGLAND, &e. 


Friends and Countrymen, 


exceedingly pained at what I ſaw or 
heard continually, I wrote a little tract intit- 
led, «A calm Addreſs to our American Colo- 
nies.” But the ports being juſt then ſhut up 
by the Americans, I could not ſend it abroad, 

as I deſigned, However, it was not loſt ; with- 
in a few months, fifty, or perhaps an hundred 
thouſand copies, in news-papers and otherwiſe, 
were diſperſed throughout Great- Britain and 


| | A 2 | -  freland. 
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BOUT a year and an half ago, being 


ES 3 


Ireland. The effect exceeded my moft ſan- 
guine hopes. The eyes of many people were 


opened : they ſaw things in a quite different 


light. They perceived, and that with the ut- 


moſt clearneſs, how they had been hood-wink- 


ed before. They found, they had been led un- 
awares into all the wilds of Political Enthuſi- 


aſm, as far diſtant from truth and common . 


ſenſe, as from the real love of their country. 
2. I amencouraged hereby to, addreſs myſelf 

once more, not indeed to my Countrymen afar 

off, but to you who remain in your native land, 


who are inhabitants of Old England. I have no 
private views in doing this. I attend no great 


man's table. I have nothing to aſk, either of 
the king, or any of his miniſters. You' may 
cafily believe this: for if I had ſought wealth 
or preferment half a century ago, I ſhould 
hardly think it worth while to ſeek it now, 


when 1 have one foot in the grave. But I have 
a view to contribute all that in me lies, to the 


public welfare and tranquility. A flame was 
ſtudiouſly kindled ſome time fince, which 
threatened to involve the ivhole nation. By 
the bleſſing of God it is greatly checked: it 
does not ſpread, or blaze as formerly. But it 
is not quite put out. I with to quench the re- 
mains of that evil fire. | 

3. My view is, as far as is poſſible to leſſen, 
if not remove the miſunderſtandings, under 
| 8 which 
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which many honeſt, well-meaning men are la» _ 
bouring to this day: miſunderſtandings, which 


have cauſed much animoſity, nay, much bit- 
terneſs and rancour in their minds againſt thoſe, 


who equally ſtrive to have a conſcience void of 


offence towards God and towards man. I would 
fain have all theſe duly ſenſible of the bleſſings 


- which they enjoy; that they may be thankful 


to the Giver of every bleſſing, and may love 
one one another as he has loved vs. 

4. Surely every man of candour and huma- 
nity muſt wiſh well to ſuch an attempt: in the 


proſecution of which, I will firſt endeavour to 
ſet down, in as plain and artleſs a manner as I 


can,. according to the beſt light I have, the re- 


al tate of thoſe affairs which have occaſioned 


theſe miſunderſtandings, and then add two or 
three ſhort reflections, which I conceive natu- 
rally deducible therefrom, | 

5, And firſt, I will ſet down, in as ea and 
artleſs a manner as I can, according to the beſt 


ght I have, the real ſtate of thoſe affairs, 


which have occaſioned theſe miſunderſtandings. 
I have perhaps had ſome means of in- 
formation, which many others have not had. 
Over and above thoſe accounts which have 
been. publiſhed, I have had abundance of let- 
ters from perſons in America, on whoſe judg- 
ment, veracity, and impartiality, I could ſafely 
Ache eſpecially from the provinces of New- 
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York, Virginia, Maryland, and Pennſylvania. 1 
have likewiſe had the opportunity of converſing 
freely and largely with many, that came from 
thoſe provinces, and of comparing together the 
accounts of thoſe, who were attached to one 
or the other party. And I ſhall endeavour to 
deliver the plain facts, without ſpeculations 
concerning them. 


6. In the year 1737, my Brother took ſhip, 


in order to return from Georgia to England. But 


a violent ſtorm drove him up to New-England ; 
and he was for ſome time detained at Bo/tor. 


Even then he was ſurprized to hear the moſt 


ſerious people, and men of conſequence, almoſt 
continually crying out, We muſt be independ- 
eat : we ſhall never be well, till we ſhake off the 
Hugliſt yoke.” This ſounded exceeding ſtrange 
to him; as he could not form any imagination, 
that they could be happier under any govern- 
ment, than the mild one which they then en- 
joyed. N 

A gentleman, who ſpent ſome time at Boſton 


in the year 1739, informed me, that he had 


frequently heard the very ſame converfation 
there: although at that time the people only 
ſpake what they had long and eagerly deſired. 
But, it ſeems, without any formed deſign, or 
having concerted any meaſures upon the head. 

7. Almoſt from their ſettlement in the coun- 
try, but more eſpecially from this time, the 


youu 
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people of this, as well as the other provinces, 


multiplied exceedingly. This was the natural 


effect of the unparallelled lenity of the govern- 


ment they were under, and the perfect liberty 


they enjoyed, civil as well as religious. Thro' 
the ſame cauſes, from the ſmallneſs of their 


taxes, and the large bounties continually re- 


ceived from their mother- country, (which alſo 


protected them from all their enemies) their 


wealth increaſed as faſt as their numbers. And 
together with their number and their wealth, 
the ſpirit of Independency increaſed alſo. At 


the ſame time, it could not be, but their ſhip- 


ping would likewiſe increaſe in the ſame pro- 


portion with their trade, which was now ex- 


tended not only through America, and not only 
through Great-Britain and Ireland, but alſo 
(notwithſtanding the act of navigation) thro' 
almoſt every part of Europe. 

8, Much more wealth was accumulated in 
the numerous ſea-port towns, by defrauding 
his Majeſty of his cuſtoms. This was conti- 


— 


nually done, not only by ſtealth, but frequent- 


ly with an high hand. Whole ſhip-loads of 
uncuſtomed goods were imported, particularly 
at Boſton, and that at noon-day. And it is no- 
torious, that one of the greateſt dealers in this 
kind, was the celebrated Mr. Hancock, It is 


true, this now and then met with ſome check 


from his Majeſty? s officers : but it was ſo little, 
it 
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it ſcarce deſerves the naming. However, lit- 
tle as it was, they bore it not without huge 


indignation, and ſtrong marks of reſentment. 
And whenever a matter of this kind came be- 
fore an American j jury, (which could not but 
frequently be the caſe). it was eaſy to foreſee 
the event, The officer was ſure to have his. 
labour for his pains ;, for they were too good 
patriots to condemn their countryman ! By 
this means the cuſtoms of North- America, which 
ought to have brought in ſo conſiderable a ſum. 
as would have gone far toward defraying the 


expence of the government, were reduced to a: 
very ſmall pittance. 


9. In conſideration of this, the Engliſh go- 
vernment a few years ago thought it equitable, 
to lay a ſmall duty upon the ſtamps in America, 


in order, if not to bear themſelves harmleſs, 
yet to leſſen their burden. Immediately a cry 


aroſe, as if all America was juſt going to be. 
ſwallowed up. It was echoed acroſs the 4tlan- 
tic ocean, from America to England. The pa- 
triots (ſo they ſtiled themſelves). in England: 


eagerly joined the cry, and ſpared no labour 


and no expence, to propagate it throughout the 
nation. Do you ſuppoſe they did this, out 
of ſtark love and kindneſs to the poor, ru- 
incd Americans? No ſuch matter. They un- 
derſtood the caſe too well: they knew, they 
cxied before they were hurt. But they laid 

hold 
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hold on this, as a fair occaſion to throw an aſ- 


perſion on thoſe that were in power, being very 
willing, and ſuppoſing themſelves very worthy 
to ſupply their place. However, the Miniftry 
finding the clamour increaſing, and the ftorm 
ſpreading on hoth ſides the ocean, were per- 
ſuaded to give way to the torrent. They did 


| ſo; and the Stamp Act was repealed. 


10. The American leaders now apprehending 


that they had a ſufficient number of faſt friends. 


in England, began to entertain higher defigns : 
the New- England men in particular. They 
had no longer any thing to fear from Canada, 
which the Engl/þ had conquered for them. 
And they had nothing to fear from England, 
when they judged their allies were growing 
ſtronger and ſtronger. They therefore paved 
the way for the execution of their favourite 
ſcheme ; firſt, by diligently cultivating the re- 
publican notions, which they had received 
from their forefathers; and then by ſpeaking 
and writing in the moſt contemptuous and re- 
proachful manner of the Engliſh government, 
11. Soon after, it being thought reaſonable. 


that every part of the Britiſb Empire ſhould 


furniſh it's ſhare of the general expence, the 


Engliſb Parliament laid a ſmall duty on the tea 


imported into America, Again a violent outcry 
aroſe, and was ftudiouſly propagated through 
all the Provinces. It was no leſs diligently 


ſpread 
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ſpread throughout England. And as they judg- 
ed the time was now come, to adyance a little. 
further, the leading men, both at home and. 
abroad, began more and more confidently to 
aſſert, “that the Zngli/þ had no right to tax 
© the American Colonies.” The aſſertors of 
this new poſition in England, ſtrongly exhorted 
thoſe in America, to withſtand what they were 
pleaſed to call this illegal, unconſtitutional oppreſ- 
ion. Thus encouraged, the Boſtonians, under 
the auſpices of Mr. Hancock, (whoſe intereſt 
was particularly at ſtake), ſcorning to do any 


thing ſecretly, paraded the. town at noon-day 


with colours flying, and bravely threw the 
Engliſh tea into the ſea, This was the firſt 
plain overt act of Rebellion, not of a few, but 
of the town of Boffon. Reparation of the 
wrong was demanded; but it was not obtained. 
Till it ſhould be inc the Parliament or- 


dered Boſton harbour to be ſhut up. 


12. But things were not yet ripe for an open 
rupture. Therefore the Americans ſtill gave 
the government good words. They profeſſed 
their loyalty, their great regard for the King, 


and their deſire of obeying all his legal com- 


mands. But all this time they were uſing all 
poffible art and diligence, to blacken firſt the 
miniſtry; after a time the Parliament too; 


and then the King himſelf. Of this I had a 


clear and particular account from a friend in 
Pennſyl= 
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Pennſylvania, who then obſerved a ſtorm riſing 


in the North, and moving on toward the South- 
ern Colonies, And it moved. on apace. A 
new Supreme Power, called a Congreſs, appear- 
ed. It openly aſſumed the reins of govern- 
ment, exerciſed all the rights of Sovereignty, 
burſt all the bands, and totally diſclaimed the 
authority both of King and Parliament, | 
13. But {till the Americans talked of allegi- 
ance, and ſaid, they defired nothing but the 
liberty of Ergliſhnen. Many in England cor- 
dially believed them: I myſelf for one. And 
many more (though they ſaw deeper ; perhaps 
were in the ſecret) ae to believe them, de- 
fended them with all their might, and pleaded 
their cauſe, in public and private, as honeſt, 
upright men, who only withſtood oppreſſion, 
and deſired nothing but what was their legal 


T1 ght. 


14. While we were warmly debating theſe 
things in England, the Americans, believing 


matters were now in a proper forwardneſs, 


wholly threw off the maſk, openly took up 


arms, ſeized upon his Majeſty's ſtores and 


ſhips, and avowed themſelves to be Sovereign 
States, independent on Britain, or any other. 
And herein they were ſtill vehemently encou- 
raged by their numerous friends in England. 
Some of theſe (and they were perſons of no 
mean account) wrote them letters, (which 


Were 
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were carefully ſent by the Congreſs through all 
the Provinces) nearly 1 in theſe words, Make 
no conceſſions : give up nothing. Stand your 
ground. Be reſolute, and you may depend 

upon it, in leſs than a year and an half, there 
will be ſuch commotions in England, that the 
Government will he glad to be reconciled to 
you, upon your own terms. 

15. One might have imagined for ſome time, 
that this was a true prophecy. Many warm 
men at home laboured to embarraſs the Go- 
vernment in all it's meaſures. They ſpoke all 
manner of evil of the Miniſtry. They made 
the keeneſt reflections onthe Parliament. And 
when they had whetted themſelves and one 
another, they ſpared not the King himſelf. 
Mean while, they were ſo wonderfully tender 
of the Americans, that they would not in any 
wiſe term them Rebels, though they were in 
open arms againſt their lawful Sovereign. I 
And all this time whatſoever was undertaken 
againſt them, went on heavily. The King's | Þ 
troops were either detained in the harbours, or | V 
ſtopped in their paſſage by contrary winds, | 11 
Some of the tranſports, and abundance of other th 
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ſhips fell into the hands of the Americans. 
Their privateers ſwarmed on every ſide, both 
in the American and European ſeas, They were th 
plentifully furniſhed with proviſions, from the | M 
reſources they had within themſelves, and with | @7; 
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all ſorts of arms and ammunition by our good 


allies, the Dutch and French, In the mean 
while, the few Engl/b troops, that were in 
America, were cloſely ſhut up in Boſton, by a 
numerous army holding them in on every fide, 
and gaping to ſwallow them up. And theſe 
within the town were in want of all things, 
while thoſe without abounded with all things. 
This they gloried in, as a manifeſt proof that 
God was on their fide. As they now were 
confident of ſucceſs, the talk of liberty was over. 
Tndependency was the word: this was avowed 
without any diſguiſe, or reſerve. And, in- 
deed, liberty was come to an end: it had no 


longer any being in the Confederate Colonies, 
If any one dared to ſpeak a little in favour of 


the King, or in disfavour of the Congreſs, he 
was ſoon taught to know his Lords and Maſ- 
ters, whoſe little finger was heavier than the 
loins of Kings. 

16. At length the King publiſhed a Procla- 
mation, for a General Faſt in England, that 
we might © humble ourſelves before God, and 
implore his bleſſing and aſſiſtance.“ Some of 
the patrons of Independency mocked at this, 
and endeavoured to turn it into ridicule. A 
company of them met at an inn in Briſtol on 
the Faſt Day, and had a plentiful entertain- 
ment. Others ſtormed and raved at this hypo- 
vie as they were pleaſed to term it. How- 

B ever, 
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ever, there is all reaſon to believe, that God 
was well pleaſed with it. We now openly ac- 
knowledged Him, and He openly acknowledged 
us, From this very time, the tide turned, 
The King's forces, (which many ſaid was im- 
poſſible) made good their landing, at the place 


propoſed, and that without any loſs at all. 


They took poſſeſſion of Long- land, and with 
next to no oppoſition. - They took the Ifland 
and City of New-York, with all its boaſted for- 
tifications. They drove the Rebels out of 
their almoſt inacceſſible poſts, though defend- 
ed by ftrong intrenchments. They took Fort- 
Waſhington and Fort-Lee, which an handful of 
men might have defended againſt a numerous 


army. At all theſe places they took warlike 


ſtores in abundance, beſide ſome thouſands of 
priſoners. They took poſſeſſion of Rhode-1/land, 
and every where drove the Rebels before them 
like a flock of ſheep. 
17. Where are now the two or three hun- 
dred thouſand men, that we were told would 
ur down upon us? But what if they did ? 
What would a million do, if they ran away, 
as ſoon as the Engliſh appeared? Whatever they 
do, they will not fight. T believe they can- 
cannot; for the hand of God is upon them. 
But they can rob, and plunder, and deftroy, 
and turn a well-peopled and fruitful land into 
a wilderneſs, They can JO houſes, and 


drive 
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and 
drive 


drive men, women, and children into the wild 


woods, in the depths of winter. Vea, they can 
burn whole towns, without any regard to the 
ſick or aged, that neceſſarily periſh in the 
flame. But did not God regard them? Did not 
their dying cries enter into the ears of the 
Lord of Sabbaotn? | | 
18. Such is the preſent ſtate of affairs in 
America, Let us now take a view of the whole. 
Twelve provinces, upon various pretences, 
(all which have been confuted over and over) 
have declared themſelves Independent States, 
openly renounced their Allegiance to their law- 
ful Sovereign, taken up arms againſt him, and 
proſecuted the war in an unheard of manner. 


At firſt, Proſperity ſeemed to attend them in 


all their undertakings. But ſince we ſought 


help from God, there has been a manifeſt blaſt 


upon them. Their armies are ſcattered; their 
forts and ſtrong- holds loſt; their provinces 
taken one after another. Meantime, are they 
humbled? No; they roar like a wild bull in a 
net. They tear up the ground with fierceneſs 
and rage: repentance is hid from their eyes. 
They revenge themſelves——upon women and 
children. They burn—all behind them! O 
American Virtue! Are theſe the men, who are 

propoſed as a pattern to all Europe? 
19. Brethren ! Countrymen ! What are the 
reflections, that now naturally ariſe in your 
B 2 breaſts > 
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breaſts? Do not you immediately obſerve, 
That after this huge outcry for Liberty, which 


has echoed through all America, there is not 
the very ſhadow of Liberty left in the confe- 


derate Provinces. There is no Liberty of the 


Preſs. A man may more ſafely print againſt 
the Church in [taly or Spain, than publiſh a 


tittle againſt the Congreſs, in New-England or 


Pennſylvania, There is no Religious Liber - 
ty : what miniſter is permitted to follow his 
own Conſcience in the execution of his of- 
fice? To put man in mind to be ſubjeF to priuci- 


palities and powers ® To fear God, and honour the | 


king? Who is ſuffered (whatever his conſci- 
ence may diQate) to pray for the King, and all 


that are in authority? There is no Civil Liberty: 


no man hath any ſecurity either for his goods, 
or for his perſon, but is daily liable to have his 
goods ſpoiled or taken away, without either 
Law or form of Law, and to ſuffer the moſt 
cruel outrage as to his perſon, ſuch as many 
would account worſe than death. And there 
is no legal method wherein he can obtain re- 
_ dreſs for whatever loſs or outrage he has ſuſ- 
tained. 

20. Do not you obſerve wherever theſe baw- 
lers for Liberty govern, there is the vileſt Sla- 
wry? No man there can ſay that “his goods 
are his own.” They are abſolutely at the diſ- 
potal of the mob or Congreſs, No man can 

ſay 
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6 ; 
fay, that “ his tongue is his own,” If he ſay 
a word for the King, what will follow? No 
man can ſay, that his body is his own.“ 
He may be impriſoned whenever our Lords 

' the Congreſs pleaſe. They are as abſolute as 
the Emperor of Morocco. Their will is the 
ſole law. No man can lay, „his life is his. 
own.” Thoſe who have the diſpoſal of his 
ſubſtance, who have the diſpolal of his liberty, 
have the diſpoſal of his life alſo. And of this 
they have given recent proofs, It is true, 
they do not themſelves cur throats, They do 


not ſoil their own fingers; but their friends the 


mob are always ready. Thus is real Liberty in 
all i branches given up, for that poor ſha- 
dow, Nen, A phantom, which docs 
not in fact exiſt in any civilized nation under 
heaven. It neyer did, and never will, being. 
wholly inconſiſtent with the very idea of 90— 
vernment. And to what a condition are theſe: 

poor. Colonies: brought, by quitting the ſub- 

ſtance ſor the ſhadow? Do you atk, (fays a: 
Gentleman who writes from Philadelphia ) what. 
is the preſent ſtate of theſe Provinces} You: 

may ſee it upon Exzekie!'s roll. Such is the 
condition of this eountry: [+ is written within: 

and without, lamentation, and mourning, aud woe... 
21. And do not you. obſerve on. the other 

hand, the perfect liberty which we enjoy.? Not, 
e derived from our forefathers, as ſome 
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writers idly talk. No: our forefathers never 


enjoyed it, either before or after Milliam the 
Conqueror, and leaft of all in the time of the 
long Parliament, or under Oliver Cromwell, 
They had then little more liberty, Civil or 
Religious, than is now enjoyed in the Confe- 


| derate Provinces, Never talk of the Liberty 


of our Forefathers: Eugliſb Liberty commenc- 
ed at the Revolution. And how entire is it at 
this day? Every man ſays what he will, writes 
what he will, prints what he will. Every 
man worſhips God, (if he worſhips him at all) 
as he is perſuaded in his own mind. Every 
man enjoys his own property, nor can the 
King himſelf take a ſhilling of it, but accord- 
ing to law. Every man enjoys the freedom of 


| his own perſon, unleſs the law of the land au- 


thorize his confinement. Above all, every 
man's life is ſecured, as well from the King, 
as from his fellow -ſubjeHs. So that it is im- 


poſſible to conceive a fuller Liberty than we 


enjoy, both as to AY Le; Body, and 


Goods. 
22, Do not you ſee then the abundant cauſe 


we have to be thankful to God, who having 
made the whole nation of men, determined the times 


before appointed, and the bound of their habitation, - 


in that he hath caft our lot in a fair ground, 
under the mildeſt government upon earth? 


Are not we of all men without ſenſe, if inſtead 
1 
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of thankfulneſs, we give way to murmu ring 
and diſcontent, and finding fault with we know 
not what? In all reaſon, we ſhould be perpe- 
tually praifing God, for this as well as for 
a thouſand other benefits, and endeavouring 
to make him a fuitable return, by CTY our 
hves to his ſervice, 

23. And as long as we fear God, ſhall we not 
honour the King, looking upon him with a love 
mixed with reverence? Should we not remem- 
ber him before God 1n prayer, that his throne 
may be eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs? That he 


and all which are in authority under him, may 
duly adminifter juſtice, to the puniſhment of 


wickedneſs and vice, and the maintenance of 
true religion and virtue? And is it not our 
part carefully to abſtain from ſpeaking evil of 
the Ruler of our people? And to ſtudy to lead a 
quiet and peaceable life, in all godlineſs and honeſty ? 


Hitherto I have addrefſed myſelf to my 
Countrymen in general. But I would add a 
word to you in particular, who bear a Religi- 
ous Character: whether you are members of 
the eſtabliſned Church, or Diſſenters of _ 
denomination. 

One might eben expect, that all of you 
would be chearfully '/ubje to the higher powers, 
Seeing you are agreed, there is no power, - whe- 
ry ſupreme or ſubordinate, but of God, Nay, 

one 
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one would expect that you would be continu-- 
ally reminding all you had any intercourſe with, 
that they muſt needs be ſubject, not only: for wrath, 
but alſo for conference? ſake, How is it then, that 
any of you eſpoule the cauſe of thoſe that are 
in open rebellion againſt their lawful Sove- 
reign? That if you do not plead expreſlly for 
them, you at leaſt extenuate their crime; per- 
haps even ſcruple to call them Rebels, and 
ſpeak of them with tenderneſs, rather than re- 
ſentment. How 1s it, that any of you who. 
fear God, are not afraid ta ſpeak evil of dignities ? 


To ſpeak cvil of the ruler of your people,. as, well 


as of thoſe. that are put in authority under 
him? Do you believe, that Michael the arch- 
angel durſi not bring a railing accuſation agi. 1211 
Satan? And dare you bring or retail an hun- 
dred railing accuſations. againſt your lawful 
governors? Now at leaſt, humble your- 
ſelves before God, and act more ſuitably to 
your character. Wherever you are far from: 
countenancing, repreſs the baſe. clamours of. 
the vulgar; remembring thoſe awful words, 
If any man among you ſeemeth to be religious, (ra- 
ther, be ever [5 religious ) and bridleth not his en, 
that man's religion is vain, 

Are not you, who diſſent from. the eſtabliſhed 
church, in whatever kind. or degree, particu» 
laily concerned to obſerve this, for wrath, as 
well as for conſcience” ſulte? Do you imagine, 

there 
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there are no High Churchmen left? Did they 
all die with Dr. Sacheverel? Alas! how little 


do you know of mankind ! Were the preſent 
reſtraint taken off, you would ſee them ſwarm- 


ing on every ſide, and gnaſhing upon you with 


their teeth. There would hardly need a nod 


from that ſacred perſon, whom you revile, or 


at leaſt lightly eſteem. Were he to ſtand neu- 


ter, in what a condition would you be within 


one twelve months? If other Borners and 
Gardiners did not ariſe, other Laud and Sheldons 


would, who would either rule over you with a a 


rod of iron, or drive you out of the land. 
Know the bleſſings you enjoy. Let common 
ſenſe reſtrain you, if neither religion nor gra- 


titude can, ** Beware of the wrath of a patient 


man.” Dare not again to open your lips 
againſt your Sovereign ; leſt he fall upon you ? 


No; but left he ceaſe to defend you. Then 


fare to the liberty you now enjoy. 

Permit me to add a few more words to yor, a 
mall part of whom diſſent from, but the far 
greater part remain in the Church; you, Who 
are vulgarly called Methodiſts. Do any of you 


bBlaſobeme God, or the King? None of you, I 
truſt, who are in connexion with me. I would 


no more continue in fellowſhip with thoſe, who 
continued in ſuch a practice, than with whore= 
mongers, or ſabbath-breakers, or thieves, or 
drunkards, or common ſwearers, But there 

are 
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are not a few, who go under that name, though 


they have no connexion with vs : yea, though 


they cordially hate us as dreadful heretics, for 
believing, that God willeth all men to be ſaved: 
who hate the King and all his miniſters, only. 
leſs than they do—an Arminian : and who 
ſpeak all manner of evil of them in private, if 

But ſuffer me to alk, 
Is this well done? Is it gratitude? ls it pru- 
dence? In the name of wonder, what could 


his Majeſty have done for you, which he has 


not done? What would you have? Can you 


tell? What can you defire more than you 
have already ? Have you not. full liberty of 
conſcience in every reſpe&, without any ſha- 
dow of reſtraint? In whatother nation under 
the ſun, is ſuch Religious Liberty to be found? 
Have you not full liberty, with regard to your 
life, to your perſon, and to your goods? In 
what other country upon earth, is ſuch Civil Li- 
berty to be found? If you are not thankful to 
God and the King for theſe bleſſings, you are 
utterly unworthy of them, Is it prudence, 
to ſpeak in ſo bitter and contemptuous a man- 
ner, of ſuch Governors as God has given you ? 


What if by the bitterneſs of your ſpirit, the 
acrimony of your language, and the inflam- 


matory libels which you ſpread abroad, you. 
could carry your point, unhinge the preſent- 
| Government, 


But many of them are of a better mind, 
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Government, and ſet up another in it's ſtead 7 
What would you gain thereby? Would ano-- 
ther Government allow'you more liberty, than 
you now enjoy? Could they give you a more 
unbounded liberty of conſcience? It is im- 
poſſible! Would they give you a larger mea- 
ſure of civil liberty? They could not, if they 
would. And certainly they would not give 
you the liberty of railing at your Governors, 
and ſtirring up your ſelow⸗ againſt 
them. If you did this, you would not only 
loſe your goods, but probably your life alſo. 
O other hand, what if the preſent Go- 
vernment ſhould continue, in ſpite of all your 
diſloyal praftices? Have you any aſſurance, 
have you any reaſon to believe, that our Go- 
vernors will always be ſo patient? Nay, un- 
doubtedly, when things of greater moment are 
ſettled, they will find a time for you. Your 
preſent behaviour will then be remembered; 
perhaps not altogether to your advantage, It 
is not the ignorance, but the wiſdom of your 
Governors, which occaſions their preſent ſi- 
lence. And if you go on thus, be aſſured, 
ſooner or later you will meet with your re- 
ward, There 1s no need that the King ſhould 


do any thing: he needs only not to reſtrarn : that 


1s enough : there are thoſe on every fide, who 
are now ready to ſwallow you up. You will 


then 
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then wiſh, you had been wiſe in time, when 
your wiſdom comes too late: when the King 


of Kings laughs at your calamity, and mocks while 
gour fear cometh, 
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